EUROPEAN LEGISLATION AND STANDARDS

Reqgulation (EU

2016/425

Why a PPE regulation?

Protective gloves are PPE (Personal Protective
Equipment) and must comply with the European
Regulation 2016/425 in order to freely circulate within
the European Union.

The regulation 2016/425 contains the requirements
that PPE must satisfy to guarantee the health and
safety of the users.

That means that PPE must protect up to the required
levels without compromising the user’s health.
Harmonized European standards (EN 388, EN
ISO 374-1 ...) are used in the certification process to
assess conformity of the product to the requirements
of the PPE Regulation for the risks for which the
product is intended to protect.

The manufacturer must indicate the conformity
of the product by CE marking it, he must
also provide a EU declaration of conformity.

PPE Regulation (EU) 2016/425

This European regulation was implemented on 21
April 2018. It replaced the European Directive 89/686/
EC, which was withdrawn at this same date.

Regulation (EU) 2016/425 & Directive
89/656/EEC

Regulation (EU) 2016/425 stipulates the essential
health and safety requirements for designing and
manufacturing PPE, as well as the responsibility
of the manufacturers or importers and conformity
procedures to affix the CE marking on PPE.
Directive 89/656/EEC is dedicated to the professional
users of PPE. It lays down the responsibilities of
the employers to supply and ensure a safe use of
adequate CE-marked PPE by their employees.

CATEGORIES

OF RISK AND
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CERTIFICATION
PROCEDURE

How to read the standards?

The following pictograms, can help you understand the performance characteristics of a glove:

MECHANICAL HAZARDS
EN 388

CHEMICAL PROTECTION
EN 1SO 374-1

MICRO-ORGANISMS PROTECTION EN ISO 374-5

RADIOACTIVE
CONTAMINATION
EN 421

PROTECTION AGAINST PESTICIDES coLD
ISO 18889

HAZARD
EN 511

HEAT
AND FIRE
EN 407

INFORMATION PICTOGRAM
EN ISO 21420:2020

PROTECTION AGAINST
STATIC ELECTRICITY
EN 16350

*X: the test does not apply or the glove has not been tested
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